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Division 65: Culture and the Arts, $125 602 000 - 
Mr A.P. O’Gorman, Chairman. 

Ms S.M. McHale, Minister for Culture and the Arts. 

Mr A.J.M. Bryant, Director General, Department of Culture and the Arts. 

Mr A.D. Ferris, Acting Chief Financial Officer, Department of Culture and the Arts. 

Mr E.J. Griffiths, Director, Planning and Policy, Department of Culture and the Arts. 

Ms A. Lucas, Director, ArtsWA. 

Mr A.R. Dodge, Director, Art Gallery of Western Australia. 

Mr N.G. Mayman, Acting Executive Director, Western Australian Museum. 

Ms C.L. Forte, Acting Chief Executive Officer and State Librarian. 

Mr T. Caravella, Director of State Records. 

Ms T.C. Chambers, Chief Executive, ScreenWest. 

Mr R. Palmer, Acting Director, Operations and Contract Management, Perth Theatre Trust. 
Mr M.F. BOARD:  Welcome everyone.  I put on record our support for what you people do and your 
commitment to the arts.   
I start on the bottom of page 1046 and the major policy decisions impacting on the budget since May 202.  The 
Functional Review Taskforce item is listed as a general reduction.  It also refers to the amount of the deferral for 
the relocation of the West Australian Symphony Orchestra.  Can the minister explain those amounts, exactly 
where they have come from and what the functional review has meant to the department?   
[8.10 pm] 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  I collectively welcome and thank the various senior members of the arts industry in the 
State Government.  I am absolutely proud of everything they do.  We have a very vibrant and strong arts 
community under our Government.  It is going from strength to strength and it gives me enormous pleasure.   
The member has picked up on two important issues.  First, the Functional Review Taskforce reviewed all the 
state government organisations and bureaucracies.  It was charged with a very complex task, which was to look 
at where savings could be made in order to reprioritise funding to those key areas that the community tells us a 
good government should be funding; that is, health, education and law and order.  I absolutely agree with that, 
but I also think there are other priorities in our lives, and culture and the arts is one of them.  The effect of the 
functional review is that we will save $500 000 in the 2003-04 budget and we will need to save $1 million 
thereafter.  This is a generic saving.  We have not been asked to cut any particular service or area of priority.  I 
have given a commitment that there will be no cuts to grants or services provided through the arts organisations.  
I have been advised by the Director General of the Department of Culture and the Arts that he will be able to 
find those savings through efficiencies by looking at how we can work more effectively across the agencies, 
rationalising services and increasing the capacity across the agencies.  This is about saying that we will manage 
to save through efficiencies.  I have absolute faith in the director general, working together with the various 
directors, to deliver that.  It is not something that I have welcomed, but I am part of a Government that agreed to 
a functional review.  As a minister, I am prepared to say that we believe we can find $500 000 this year and we 
will work hard to do that without any detrimental effect on our arts community, which is very buoyant and 
optimistic.   
The Labor Government has committed $8 million to provide the West Australian Symphony Orchestra with a 
new home.  We have been waiting with frustration for the federal Government to support our fantastic symphony 
orchestra.  The member knows because he was the minister some years ago that the orchestra had to move out of 
its ABC home.  We have been expecting the federal Government to come to the party and support our wonderful 
orchestra.  I am absolutely disgusted with the federal Government for not putting one extra cent into the 
wonderful WA Symphony Orchestra.  The State Government, under Geoff Gallop, has committed $8 million and 
the member will see the $8 million in the forward estimates.  He will not see funding for 2003-04 because there 
is very little chance that any money will need to be spent, and Treasury does not want me to put money in the 
budget if we will not spend it.  There is $200 000 in 2004-05, $6.4 million in 2005-06 and $1.4 million in 2006-
07 - a total of $8 million.  When I found that that was in the budget papers, I rang WASO and said that this was 
how the budgets papers look, but I assured it that the State Government was totally committed to the orchestra, 
but that we could not have money in the budget if we would not spend it.   
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Mr M.F. BOARD:  An amount of $500 000 will need to be saved in 2003-04 through efficiencies, and the 
following year an additional $1 million will need to be found through efficiencies, and in 2005-06 another 
$1 million will need to be found through efficiencies.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  No.  It is $500 000 in 2003-04, plus another $500 000 and that will be recurrent.  

Mr M.F. BOARD:  In the budget it is shown as a $1 million efficiency requirement for the following year.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  We will find $500 000 in savings in 2003-04, and then we will find $500 000 plus another 
$500 000 and carry it on.   

Mr M.F. BOARD:  Once the agency has achieved that efficiency and it has saved $1 million in, say, 2004-05, is 
it expected to save another $1 million the following year?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  No.   

Mr M.F. BOARD:  That is what the budget shows.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  It is recurrent.  If the situation was as the member has described, it would be $1 million this 
year, $2 million the next year and $3 million the following year.  I assure the member that under my guidance it 
will be $500 000, $1 million and thereafter.   

Mr M.F. BOARD:  Can the minister assure us that the $8 million that has been allocated to WASO, which has 
now been withdrawn, will return the following year?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am one who tells the truth.  The money has not been withdrawn.  I have said that there is 
$8 million on the books.  If the member cannot add up, that is not my problem.  There is $200 000, $6.4 million 
and $1.4 million, which, according to my mathematics, adds up to $8 million.  I like the member for Murdoch 
very much and I know he does a lot of good work, but he should not try to trip up the State Government for its 
lack of commitment to the state orchestra, because it supports the state orchestra as much as it possibly can.  
There is $8 million in the forward estimates.  If the member turns his anger and dissatisfaction on the federal 
Government, he will have my total support.   

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  I also thank the various representatives for their contributions to culture and the arts.  I 
refer to page 1044 and to ScreenWest.  In the budget papers, the figure of $3.227 million appears for 2003-04 
then decreases by over half in the out years.  Can the minister explain the Government’s commitment to expand 
ScreenWest in Western Australia and how it will address the decline in screen activity as a result of this funding?   

[8.20 pm] 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The screen industry is one of the most exciting areas of the culture and the arts portfolio.  
We are doing some incredibly good work.  In a way, it is one of those areas in which there is a quiet 
achievement, and I acknowledge Ms Tania Chambers for the vision and leadership she provides.  In the two and 
a half years that we have been in government, we have invested $6.8 million in film and television production.  
We have a fantastic documentary industry, and we are developing a drama industry that I think will set Western 
Australia at the leading edge of the nation.  I am really excited and optimistic.  In the past two and a half years, 
$6.8 million has been invested, and about $56 million of combined budgets has been generated through the 
attraction of funds.  That has contributed significantly to the economy and employment in this State.  We have 
introduced a $3.2 million ABC film and television fund.  Members will not find that in this portfolio’s budget.  It 
is in the budget of the Minister for State Development.  We believe that, like youth, film and television operates 
across different portfolios.  I have worked in partnership with the Minister for State Development, and together 
we have devised a three-year partnership with the ABC to maximise the use of space in the new facility and to 
provide additional funding.  I am incredibly proud of what both the Government and the industry are doing in 
Western Australia.  We attract wonderful partnerships with Granada and Carlton.  There has recently been a deal 
with Irish Television for a children’s production, through which all the post-production work will be done in 
Western Australia.  The Chairman (Mr A.P. O’Gorman) will be particularly interested in that as it is a 
partnership between Ireland and Australia.  It will create additional jobs and encourage investment in the 
economy.   

Mr R.A. AINSWORTH:  I refer the minister to the appropriation and forward estimates table on page 1044.  I do 
not fully understand a couple of items.  First, expenditure on item 175, the Western Australian Museum, which is 
at the bottom of the capital column, will increase to $8.183 million this year - 

Mr M.F. BOARD:  That is for the relocation of the museum. 

Mr R.A. AINSWORTH:  My friend on the right tells me that the increase is for the relocation. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  It is a good question; keep going.   
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Mr R.A. AINSWORTH:  Could the minister provide some detail on that?  The amount for item 171, capital 
contribution, which is at the top of the capital column, will increase dramatically in the out years and keep rising.  
Would the minister also provide some detail of that?   
Ms S.M. McHALE:  I would be absolutely delighted to give the member some information.  This is one area 
about which I feel incredibly excited and impassioned.  I thank the member for Roe for not walking out at this 
time!  Over the next four years we will inject $97 million into capital works for the rebuilding of arts 
infrastructure.  It is a huge amount of money, and is double what was spent by the previous Government.  I am 
really proud that we have given that financial commitment to ensuring that our theatres, museums -   
Mr M.F. BOARD:  That is a bit misleading.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  It is all there in the figures.   
Mr M.F. BOARD:  Who built the Western Australian Maritime Museum?   

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  We did.   
Ms S.M. McHALE:  Excuse me; the member has just said that I misled Parliament.  I have said that 
$97.7 million will be spent over the next four years, which is double the previous Government’s commitment.  
What is misleading about that?   
Mr M.F. BOARD:  We built the Maritime Museum, and you know it.   
Ms S.M. McHALE:  What is misleading about my statement? 
Mr M.F. BOARD:  The minister has not included in that comparison what we spent on the arts.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I put on record that the member for Murdoch was not able to verify his statement that I 
have misled Parliament.  This Government, under the Premier and with me as the minister, sees the arts as one of 
the most important areas of the reconstruction of our community.  If we do not have a healthy arts community, 
we do not have a healthy community.  People can posture and say how important things are, but unless they put 
the money on the books, they cannot deliver a theatre.  We cannot build a theatre with invisible bricks.  We 
cannot deal with the asbestos at the museum with invisible anti-asbestos things.  We must put the money in, and 
we have made some very good decisions.  In this financial year we have allocated $7.5 million to manage the 
critical issue of the asbestos at the Francis Street museum.  In addition, we have on paper committed funds to 
build a new theatre, reconstruct the Subiaco Theatre Centre and the Blue Room Theatre, and provide other 
facilities that are greatly needed in our community.   
Mr R.A. AINSWORTH:  I commend the minister for her support of the arts.  I ask her to expand on her answer.  
I have absolutely no problem with the increased capital contribution and the sorts of things she outlined.  Do the 
forward estimates, particularly in the area of capital works, contain any provision for regional arts facilities as 
opposed to major metropolitan ones?   
Ms S.M. McHALE:  Yes.  Off the top of my head, the Broome performing arts and cultural centre and the 
Bunbury museum are two major capital works commitments.  The member must understand that significant 
funds are required to build a performing arts centre or similar facility.  A Government cannot build one in every 
regional centre, nor does it need to.  Governments need to approach this in a very considered way.  Money will 
be available for the Broome and Bunbury facilities.  I am very keen to establish a community cultural facilities 
fund.  The funds are available, and I plan to introduce that in 2004-05, building up to 2006-07.  The fund will 
operate in a manner similar to the community sporting and recreation facilities fund, although it will not be as 
big.  A pool of money will be available for community organisations around the State.  Hopefully, they will be 
able to match that funding with local government or other funding.  It will be available statewide.   
The answer to the member’s question is yes.   
Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I refer the minister to the fifth dot point on page 1046 and the work being done by the State 
Library of Western Australia in making available electronic infrastructure and addressing the issue of the digital 
divide.  Can the minister expand on the methods being used to close this gap?   
Ms S.M. McHALE:  We are involved in several major initiatives.  When we came into government, we were 
gobsmacked at the lending system’s lack of technology.  We have been working to ensure that the public library 
system is completely technological so that books can be ordered and requests by public libraries can be 
responded to in a matter of weeks.  I understand that it might take up to six months for a book ordered by, say, 
the Girrawheen Public Library to arrive.  By the time a Harry Potter book arrives, another has been published.  
We need to be able to respond more quickly to the needs of constituents.  Through Claire Forte, we have been 
working to ensure that a highly technological system is introduced into public libraries.  We also recognise that 
books are no longer the vehicle through which people learn.  We need to ensure that they have greater access to 
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the technology in local libraries, and the capacity to use it.  We have been working very hard to ensure that is 
developed.   

[8.30 pm] 

Ms FORTE:  I add to what the minister has described about what we hope to achieve through the project to 
develop enhanced infrastructure for our public library system.  We have four key objectives.  The first is to 
significantly improve the timeliness of delivery of books to public libraries, which is obviously very important in 
a State of this size.  We want to get books to those libraries in a timely fashion.  As the minister has outlined, the 
enhanced electronic infrastructure will enable both the state library and public libraries to do business when 
ordering, selecting, processing and receiving books.  We will also increase the range of titles available for 
selection through this enhanced electronic infrastructure, which will enable public libraries to select books for 
their libraries from a much wider range of titles available to them.  Overall efficiencies will be made to the 
provision of public library services generally in the State and we will set a number of benchmarks, which we are 
now working towards in this enhanced electronic infrastructure.  The project is well under way.  We have made 
major improvements to our system, both in the conversion from the manual system to the electronic system and 
in the number of titles available to public libraries for selection.  It has therefore been a major project throughout 
2002-03 and will continue into the next financial year.  

Mr M.F. BOARD:  I do not understand the outcomes, outputs and performance information at page 1048.  
Perhaps the minister can explain it.  The performance indicators for the Western Australian Art Gallery are 
different from that for other agencies in their break-up and the way in which they are presented.  I refer 
particularly to the first outcome, which I believe reflects unfairly on the Art Gallery.  From what I can see, those 
performance measures are much lower than the performance measures for other agencies.  I would not expect 
that to be true of the Art Gallery.  Why do those measures appear in that way and what purpose is served by 
using different performance indicators for the Art Gallery from those for any other agency?  To some degree the 
figures reflect poorly on the Art Gallery because it appears that it has not met some performance measures.  To 
me, that would not measure up at all with the experience of the general community. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I certainly agree with the member for Murdoch’s view.  It is probably the view of the 
member for Perth, who is a regular supporter of the Art Gallery, and who probably attends more art exhibitions 
than the member for Murdoch.  The performance of the Art Gallery under Mr Dodge’s leadership is absolutely 
outstanding and of international quality.  I am also curious that these indicators do not show the incredible 
quality of the work and the wonderfully successful exhibitions that take place at the Art Gallery.  I invite Mr 
Dodge, the Director of the Art Gallery, to comment on that, if that would help the member. 

Mr M.F. BOARD:  I would be pleased to hear his comments. 

Mr DODGE:  The statistics on satisfaction, improved visitors’ knowledge and so forth actually reflect the fact 
that we are asking questions in a more sophisticated way, which has helped us to pinpoint how we are servicing 
our public.  In the past the questions were too general and undirected.  People were asked to fill in written forms 
rather than being interviewed person to person.  We now work with person-to-person interviewers who choose 
someone who attracts them and then they interview the person behind that person.  In other words, we are trying 
to get a true sample.  Another aspect of the figures is that they reflect a broadening in our audience, especially 
through events.  We are bringing in more youth and families, which is a demographic that was not available to us 
before.  I think the experience of the gallery is a new one for many people.  The indicators tell us that we must 
work in different ways to give them the kinds of experiences that will enrich them.  In fact, the indicators prove 
that we are targeting and receiving a wider audience than we had in the past, and our overall visitor numbers 
reflect that. 

Mr M.F. BOARD:  Mr Dodge would accept, through the minister, that he has initiated the difference in the way 
in which the Art Gallery is gathering this information.  

Mr DODGE:  That is correct.  There is no information in the budget papers which indicates that our public 
programs and customer teams - we work in self-managed teams - are getting richer data from the events that we 
never had before.  Although this is not part of the criteria, it is helping us to frame our programs for the future. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I think that answer reflects what we are trying to do; that is, we cannot stay the way we are.  
Under Mr Dodge’s leadership, the Art Gallery is reaching out to a much broader audience.  I pay tribute to the 
work the gallery is doing with Aboriginal people and with its traineeships for staff.  We must have this sort of 
analysis - and I am pleased to hear Mr Dodge’s explanation of it - for our institutions to be vibrant and relevant, 
and to continue. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  I also thank the people gathered in the Chamber tonight.  The chair of our parliamentary 
committee into the regional arts, the member for Mandurah and I have had a lot of support from people present 
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tonight.  Unfortunately, my three tough, curly questions have been asked by the Opposition and answered very 
well.  I will just have to ask a curly question off the top of my head. 

Mr M.F. BOARD:  Let us jump in and get something done. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  I will ask a curly question about Ogden IFC (Perth) Pty Ltd and the Perth Theatre Trust.  I refer 
to dot point 6 under major achievements for 2002-03 at page 1062.  Given that the venue manager, Ogden IFC, 
has won awards for food and beverage services at Perth Theatre Trust venues - I may have had a mocha or two 
there myself - does the minister intend to continue the contract with Ogden?  That is a tough question but I am 
sure the minister is up to it. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  People often say that the hardest questions come from one’s own back bench - I am sorry, I 
should not denigrate the Opposition.  It is important to get our heads around the Ogden contract and I am grateful 
to the member for Perth for raising this curly question.  There are a lot of misunderstandings about the Ogden 
contract and what it means.  I have asked the Department of Culture and the Arts to conduct a forum with the 
arts community to explain the contract.  The way in which the contract was designed under the previous 
Government makes it a foregone conclusion that the contract will be extended.  There are several reasons for 
that.  First, the key performance indicators must be met for Ogden to have a go at continuing the contract.  In the 
way the KPIs are written, Ogden’s contract has been fulfilled.  There is a virtual agreement in the contract to roll 
it over for another five years and another five years after that.  As the member would be aware, the previous 
Government established a program to privatise services.  Regardless of what we might think about contracting 
out, this contract, which expires in June 2004, is likely to be extended for a further five years.  As I said, the 
option to extend is available only if Ogden IFC has achieved the performance criteria.  It has met those criteria in 
2002-03 and is likely to do so in 2003-04.  In that case, it is entitled to exercise the option to extend the contract, 
and I understand that it intends to do so. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  When is it likely to occur? 

[8.40 pm] 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The contract expires on 30 June 2004.  I have instructed the department to start negotiations 
well in advance of that.  We must ensure that the concerns raised by industry are considered in the renegotiation 
of the next contract and we must have a good, strong venues policy that will inform the renegotiation of the 
contract, and I have instructed the department to do that work.  There is a contractual obligation, which is not 
something we can walk away from without cost.  I am not prepared to jeopardise funding to arts organisations 
for the sake of breaching a contractual obligation.  We must ensure that money is best spent on industry support.  
I understand that the contract will be renegotiated.  We have an opportunity to ensure that industry concerns are 
taken into account when renegotiating that contract.  I will make sure that the Department of Culture and the 
Arts takes account of industry concerns when renegotiating the contract.  

Mr M.F. BOARD:  I refer to the West Australian Ballet and the West Australian Opera and the longstanding 
issue of their possible administrative merger.  What are the minister’s intentions this year?  Is there a specific 
change in budget allocations as a result?   
Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am happy to answer that question even though there is no specific reference in the budget 
papers.  The issue of the merger between the ballet and the opera has been longstanding.  It goes back to the 
Nugent inquiry, when the member for Murdoch was the minister.  I have made it very clear that I will not direct 
the companies to merge.  They need to make that decision knowing that it will better support and strengthen the 
companies without compromising the art forms.  
Mr M.F. BOARD:  Do you believe it would?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  It is important to recognise that the member was signatory to the agreement to merge.   

Mr M.F. BOARD:  No, I was not.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Was the member for Murdoch not the minister responsible at the time?   
Mr M.F. BOARD:  We took it out.  It was very clear that we did not agree to the merger.  Although the merger 
was recommended by Nugent, it was changed so that it became a decision of the companies.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  This is a matter of rewriting history.  Both companies have asked for further information, 
particularly on funding from the federal Government.  I have said that the state investment in the companies will 
remain, regardless of whether they merge.  However, they need to think about their long-term viability.  Both 
companies are now comfortable with looking objectively at a merger without fear necessarily of losing federal 
funding and certainly not core state funding.  However, my aim is to ensure we have viable opera and ballet 
companies.  Both companies are at a very comfortable, reasonable stage of exploring the issue.  I am keen to get 
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this resolved but it is not something that I will push the companies into.  They need to work it through.  I remind 
the member that those companies signed a tripartite agreement, which included a merger.  They have gone into 
the agreement with a recommendation to merge.  It is in black and white.  
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  I refer to the fifth major initiative for 2003-04 listed on page 1059 relating to the 
inquiry into contemporary visual arts.  I understand that the inquiry was a federal government initiative linked to 
matching funds from the State.  Did the federal budget contain funding to support the recommendations of the 
inquiry?  What was the WA Government’s response to that inquiry and the recent federal budget?   
Ms S.M. McHALE:  I thank the member for that question.  This budget does not show additional funds at this 
stage, partly because the federal budget came down after our budget.  It was a chicken and egg situation.  The 
member for Mandurah is absolutely right: the Myer report was a federally funded initiative, driven by the federal 
minister to examine how we could improve visual arts and crafts in Australia.  It is a good report and the 
recommendations are very modest.  If I were the federal minister I would have grabbed it and run with it.  For 
$9 million it would have dealt with a whole industry.  It is unfortunate that the federal budget did not provide the 
total funds.  I acknowledge that the federal Government has allocated $3 million in the budget - one-third of the 
total funding.  It has done something, but it has not gone far enough.  I said to the arts and crafts industry that the 
State Government will now have negotiations with the federal bureaucracy.  We do not know how much will be 
allocated to Western Australia.  Many discussions must take place.  However, I am totally committed to the 
visual arts and crafts industry.  I have indicated that we will provide additional funds next calendar year.  We 
need to know what is on offer and then we will be in a position to bargain for a better deal for Western Australia.  
I am committed to delivering funding increases to the visual arts sector.  It was a modest ask and a good 
response.  Yes, the federal Government has given something, but not enough.  We need to find out how much is 
on offer for Western Australia and then we can negotiate in a fairly hard-nosed way to ensure we can match that 
funding.  

Mr R.A. AINSWORTH:  I refer to the second dot point from the top of page 1056 in relation to the twelfth 
international marine biological workshop held at Esperance.  It was a great success.  Fred Wells and his team 
were very enthusiastic about what we had to offer down there.  It was a great theme to combine with a major 
marine science project that continues there.  

Dot point 4 states that the WA Museum’s Stanley Steamer car, the Vauxhall and the AJS motor cycle were fully 
conserved.  Are there any other early motor vehicles in the museum collection still to be conserved?  Of those 
vehicles that are conserved, are any of them used on the road during the year?  As an enthusiast I believe that 
they should not only be seen in action rather than on display but also get some benefit from being used.  

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I thank the member for his positive remarks about the staff of the museum.  They certainly 
do some wonderful research in sometimes obscure areas; nonetheless, it is critically important to the 
development of our museological expertise.  I will pass on the member’s comments to Fred Wells.  I may have 
to defer to Mick Mayman about the cars.  However, former Premier Richard Court, our current illustrious 
Premier and I drove in one of our vintage cars for the opening of the Fremantle Maritime Museum.  We did not 
go very far because those cars use a lot of petrol and do not go very far on what they use.  They are wonderful 
vehicles and it is great that they are fully conserved.  Whether additional cars are being conserved, which I think 
is the essence of the member’s question - 

Mr R.A. AINSWORTH:  Could they have potential use on a regular basis?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I think their potential use is limited because they are incredibly fragile, very costly to run 
and do not go very far on a tank of fuel.  

Mr MAYMAN:  Restoration of vehicles generally is ongoing.  The sixth dot point on page 1057 refers to a 
conservation and restoration program for a 1900 Benz vehicle, the oldest car in Western Australia.   It is the 
second last dot point on that page.   

[8.50 pm] 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The oldest car in Western Australia?   

Mr MAYMAN:  A number of the cars at Whiteman Park along with some other vehicles, including a couple of 
tractors, are on permanent negotiated loan with the people from Whiteman Park.   

Mr J.N. HYDE:  The original buses for the Perth Bus Company are there too.   

Mr R.A. AINSWORTH:  How much of the Percy Markham collection was retained by the museum as opposed 
to that which was sold off by former Labor Treasurer Parker.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I will defer that question to my adviser.   
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Mr MAYMAN:  Can I provide some supplementary information on that?  That was well before my time.  I have 
not researched that question, but I can.   

Mr R.A. AINSWORTH:  I am interested to know how many of those cars are left.  I want to know the number of 
vehicles remaining in the state collection that were part of the Percy Markham collection that was basically given 
to the State but a large part of which was sold off by the previous Labor Treasurer.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Yes, that information can be provided.   

[Supplementary information No B28.]   

Mr M.F. BOARD:  I refer to the capital works program.  I will not criticise the allocation of funds to the museum 
and the upgrade of theatres.  I congratulate the minister for getting on with some of those jobs.  Are there any 
further plans for upgrading the cultural centre?  Are there any plans for any performing arts at the convention 
centre, or any other arts other than -  

Mr J.N. HYDE:  Your Cabinet took out the stage.  

Mr M.F. BOARD:  No, it did not.  Are there any plans for a new theatre in Perth?  Are there plans to replace the 
Playhouse Theatre or will it be extended further?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Yes, no, yes, yes.  I will elaborate on that answer.  I thank the member for acknowledging 
that the Government is delivering on a very extensive capital works program for the arts.   

Mr M.F. BOARD:  That is not exactly what I said.  I congratulated the minister for getting on with some of those 
jobs.  

Mr J.N. HYDE:  The first answer was fine.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The Perth Playhouse is in a building that the Anglican Church wants to demolish and 
develop.  Funding has been provided in the forward estimates for a new theatre.  It is fairly black and white that 
money is available.  I am not prepared to say exactly how much is available at this stage because I do not want to 
constrain the concept development and the plans around the building of the new theatre.  However, it is 
absolutely clear that the Government will provide a significant commitment to fund the theatre in -  

Mr M.F. BOARD:  I do not doubt the minister, but is that commitment shown in the budget?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Yes, the new theatre will replace the Playhouse Theatre.  That is on page 1066 of the 
Budget Statements.  The theatre does not have a line item, but the budget papers show the money provided for it 
in the budget over the next four years.  The capital works program is spread over four years.  This year, the 
Museum redevelopment will receive $7.5 million.  The WA Museum Perth site redevelopment planning will 
receive about $300 000.  The capital maintenance, replacement of minor works program includes the Broome 
Performing Arts and Cultural Centre, the Bunbury Regional History Museum, the Subiaco Theatre Centre, the 
Blue Room theatre, the new theatre, the community cultural facilities fund, the Western Australian Symphony 
Orchestra relocation, the book purchase program and the art acquisition program.  I want to make sure I give a 
correct answer.  In previous years there was a figure of $16 million for the cultural centre.  I am not talking about 
that; I am talking about the upgrading of safety and lights and other fairly basic upgrades for the cultural centre.   

Mr M.F. BOARD:  There is so much to explore in the arts and it is a tragedy that we do not have enough time to 
spend on it.  I apologise for all the portfolios that we have not dealt with because of the time factor.  I would be 
interested to know how the minister felt the State Records Office has performed since new legislation was 
introduced.  Has it achieved the new objectives that were set when that legislation came into place?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  “Felt” is perhaps not the most appropriate word, but I am happy to comment on it.  I 
commend the staff of the State Records Office.  They have a massive job.  The office is not overly funded; it is 
adequately funded for the task.  I take this opportunity to urge all agencies and departments to take their 
responsibilities under the State Records Act seriously.  As the minister responsible, I am concerned that a 
reasonable number of state records plans have not yet been submitted to the State Records Office.  I am 
concerned that the office will receive them all at the last minute, because that is what most of us do.  That will 
put pressure on the State Records Office.   

Mr M.F. BOARD:  The deadline is March of next year is it not?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Yes, that is right.  Some plans have been received.  However, human nature being what it 
is, the office will probably receive many plans in the last few months before the deadline, which will put the 
office under pressure.  I have every confidence that under the leadership of Tony Caravella, the wonderful staff 
will manage that.  However, I do not want the staff to be under that pressure.  It would be better to have a more 
measured approach, but I do not think that will happen.  The amendments made to the Act means that it is a very 
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good Act for the State Records Office.  I am confident with the way the commissioners are operating and I have 
confidence in the State Records Office.  We have a very accountable public state records system.   

The appropriation was recommended.   
Committee adjourned at 8.58 pm 

__________ 
 


